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Foundation

Twenty-two scientists representing a variety of disciplines and ten different countries take turns aboard the
Tara expedition to cover more than a dozen fields of basic research. This is another project supported by the
Veolia Environnement Foundation.

Operational
approach

Exoskeletons of some
coccolithophores
(plankton) under an
electron microscope.
These minuscule marine

Located in the South Pacific,
New Caledonia offers a floristic
wealth comprising more than
3,000 species, as well as highly
diversified land and marine
fauna. The Veolia
Environnement Foundation
supports the preservation of this
biodiversity hot spot.

localized initiatives to actions of international scope.

“

foraminifers, they play a
key role in global
ecology and have been
in existence for roughly
200 million years.

Today, they are
threatened by the
increasing acidity
(acidification) of ocean
waters.

“Forests are the primary example of services that Nature provides
to humans. Preserving them is vital for the future of agriculture
and therefore, for the future of the world’s food supply. They play a major
role in regulating available water and are also a source of subsistence
resources that benefit the world’s poorest people, most of whom live
adjacent to them.” Pavlan Sukdhev(1)

Environmental conservation ranks alongside outreach and
workforce development as one of the Foundation’s three major
areas of involvement. Over the past seven years, the Foundation
has supported 169 conservation projects ranging from highly

organisms utilize the
calcium carbonate
dissolved in the ocean
to manufacture their
shells. Like corals and

(1) Indian economist and banker, founder of the first green accounting system for India and an
eminent member of the supervisory council of Conservation Action Trust, an Indian environmental
protection organization.
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(1) To learn more:
http://www.fondation.veolia.com/en/
actions/projects/
(2) Areas containing at least 1,500 species of
vascular plants, or 0.5% of those known, and
having already lost 70% of their primary vegetation compared to their original condition,
are considered as biodiversity hot spots. The
world currently numbers 34 such areas, which
are constantly reassessed and updated.
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